
An invitation from the 
Wales YFA Reunion Committee 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and share the unique taste of Wales at the  
 

Young Farmers’ Ambassadors 

55th Annual Reunion  

St David’s Park Hotel, Ewloe, Wales 

28
th
-31

st
 October 2011 



Annwyl gyfeillion / Dear friends, 
 

Croeso!  
 

On behalf of the 2011 Reunion Committee I’d like to warmly invite you to join us at 

Ewloe in North East Wales.  

We’ve been busy putting together a programme for you to enjoy which will give you 

a true taste of Wales. So that will mean food, fun and singing – with the added extra 

twist! Read on to find out more! But remember to bring your dancing shoes for a spot 

of folk dancing and your lucky socks for our Casino evening! 

We’ll be based this year in the St David’s Park Hotel, Ewloe, only a stone’s throw 

away from Chester, the M6 and Liverpool and Manchester airports. The hotel has all 

that you expect – an indoor heated swimming pool and a state of the art health and 

fitness club. 

Our thanks must go to all the Sponsors and trip hosts. We’ve packed the programme 

with entertainment and I’m sure that we’ve something for everyone. We hope that 

you'll see Wales at its very best. 
 

We look forward to welcoming you all to Wales. 
 

Dewch yn llu! 
 

Meinir 

The Committee 
Chairman – Meinir Wigley Treasurer – Jonathan Pryce 

01938 590202 m.wigley@ccw.gov.uk 01686 630675 jpaway43@hotmail.com 

07720 428644   

Secretaries – Huw and Angharad Williams 

  Ael y Bryn 

  Llanon 

  Aberystwyth, SY23 5HX  

01974 202439 dfw@aber.ac.uk 07973 769902 

 

James Cowan, Caroline Dawson, Rhiannon Dafydd, Enfys Evans, Margaret Evans, 

Delme Harries, Dai Jones, Elen Mason, Eleri Roberts, Geraint Rowlands. 

 

The St David’s Park Hotel  www.village-hotels.co.uk/hotels/chester-st-davids 
Ewloe, Flintshire, CH5 3YB     0844 980 2361 

 

The newly refurbished St David’s Park Hotel is perfectly situated in the North East 

corner of Wales, very close to the motorway network, a mainline railway station and 

about an hour from John Lennon and Manchester International Airports.  Chester is 

only 8 miles away.  

The hotel offers first class service with comfortable yet elegant surroundings. 

There are 140 stylish ensuite bedrooms, with a large health club with an indoor 

heated swimming pool. There is a Coffee House on site and the hotel has free WI-FI 

internet access throughout. 



Saturday Visits 
 

Trip 1 (all day):  Chester Zoo    www.chesterzoo.org 

 

The UK’s number one Zoo is set in 110 acres of award-winning gardens. In this 

spectacular setting are over 7000 animals with over 400 species of rare, exotic and 

endangered wildlife. Chester Zoo’s gardens are deservedly famous and provide a 

glorious backdrop to the animals. With plants from around the world, the gardens 

reflect the natural habitats of some of our most exotic species. Play areas are spread 

around the Zoo to give the children the chance to burn off some energy and there are 

plenty of cafes onsite.   

As there is so much to see at Chester Zoo this will be an all day trip. 

 

Trip 2 (am): Pontcysyllte Boat Trip   www.canaltrip.co.uk 

 

Come along for a spectacular trip on Jones the Boats narrow boat, 'Eirlys' across the 

famous Pontcystllte aqueduct, one of the most enduring wonders of the waterways, 

which has inspired and amazed boaters, walkers and visitors for 200 years. On its 

completion in 1805 the aqueduct was the tallest canal boat crossing in the world and 

to this day it’s the highest navigable aqueduct in the world, 126 feet above the valley 

floor. Don’t miss the opportunity to visit one of Thomas Telford's greatest civil 

engineering achievements, which is now officially a World Heritage Site, putting it 

on a par with places like the Pyramids, Machu Picchu, the Taj Mahal and the 

Acropolis. And if that’s not worth experiencing, we don’t know what is! 

 

Trip 3 (am): Ifor Williams Trailers, Deeside  
 

Take this rare opportunity to visit the Deeside Manufacturing Facility of one of the 

most famous names in trailers. Ifor Williams Trailers is Britain’s largest 

manufacturer of trailers up to 3500kg gross weight. Their livestock trailers are the 

preferred choice for many farmers. For half a century, customers have been turning to 

Ifor Williams Trailers to make their working lives easier and their leisure time better 

and now, you can visit the factory where they manufacture flat bed trailers and horse 

boxes.   

 

Trip 4 (am): Nant Ucha Egg Farm and Sign Writing Workshop 
 

You have free range eggs and then you have Nant Ucha free range eggs. Take this 

opportunity to visit a family run free range egg unit in the wilds of Garth, Llangollen, 

where you will meet the Kynaston family and 4200 of 'their girls'.  Follow the free 

range process from laying, through collecting and grading, to packing and 

distribution. Also based here is David Kynaston, who is one of a dying breed of 

traditional sign writers. Visit David's workshop and learn the finer points of his trade. 

This is an eggcellent opportunity to witness farm diversification first hand.  



  

Trip 5 (am): Go Karting 
 

Have a go at Go Karting on this cleverly designed track where somebody obviously 

thought... how about a tunnel, or a banked hairpin or should it be outdoors or 

indoors? And then decided to have them all! It is one of the longest established 

indoor karting centres in Europe. The 900m circuit packs in plenty of twists and 

turns, and it's up to you when to brake and when to really let your 200cc biz kart off 

the leash. It's a real taste of competitive motor racing, with its very own 30m Monaco 

style tunnel.  
EXTRA PAYMENT OF £15 
 

Trip 6 (am): Stay at the Hotel 
 

If you had a long journey to get to Wales, you may want to have a lie in on Saturday 

morning, or you may want to take full advantage of the VILLAGE Health and Fitness 

Club with its swimming pool and Technogym. 

Don’t worry; we’ll pick you up at 11.45 to go for lunch. 
 

Trip 7 (pm): Llaeth y Llan Yogurt Producer and Garden Tour 
 

Enjoy a visit to Llaeth y Llan, the Village Dairy where Gareth and Falmai Roberts 

produce their superb dessert yogurt, a melt in the mouth delicacy, which they have 

perfected since 1980. They now produce 25 different flavours including their very 

latest - Celtic Coffee and Cointreau and Orange. Come and see how the yogurt is 

made and have a sample of this award winning product!  

Gareth is the visionary and Falmai the practical one when it came to transforming a 

run down sloping orchard with old style toilet and cesspit into an award winning 

country garden. Marvel at the terraces, fountains and colourful arches or enjoy the 

sensational aroma of the herb garden. Enjoy the delights of a country garden and at 

the same time see how the wonderful Llaeth y Llan yogurt is produced.  
 

Trip 8 (pm): Greenfield Valley and Holywell www.greenfieldvalley.com 
 

The 70 acre Greenfield Valley Heritage Park has, at its focal point, the museum and 

farm. As well as an attractive collection of original and reconstructed local buildings, 

the museum includes many fascinating antique farm tools and one of the oldest self 

propelled combines in the world. For children there are farm animals, Toddler 

Tractor Heaven, Tower Maze and Adventure TreeHouse. The site includes the ruins 

of Basingwerk Abbey and Tea Rooms. A short walk away is St Winefride’s Well at 

Holywell, the ‘Lourdes of Wales’. There is something for everyone on this trip. 
 

Trip 9 (pm): Ruthin Market Town 
 

Visit the delightful market town of Ruthin nestling in the spectacular Vale of Clwyd. 

There is plenty to do! Visit Ruthin Craft Centre, the premier centre for the display 

of Contemporary Applied Art in the UK. It houses artists’ workshops, a cafe, craft 

showcase and spectacular galleries. Or for a gruelling experience venture into the 



impressive Ruthin Gaol (Trip 10) to experience life as a Victorian Prisoner! Explore 

the cells including the punishment, 'dark' and condemned cell. Find out about the 

Welsh Houdini and William Hughes the last man to be hanged there... You can also 

join in the Halloween celebrations at the Goal with crafts and storytelling, where 

children are invited to wear fancy dress!  Today, Ruthin Gaol also provides safe and 

secure storage for the county archives.  Not brave enough to venture into Goal! Then 

you may prefer a bit of shopping in the town’s small boutiques or visit Ruthin 

Castle and pop into the hotel for afternoon tea. Ruthin people say that it’s the most 

charming small town in Wales. We agree with them. Why not visit to find out for 

yourself! 

 

Trip 11 (pm): Ice Skating 
 

Ice Skating is fun and the perfect exercise for all ages!  Whether you're an 

experienced skater or a novice, you can enjoy the fantastic facilities at Deeside Ice 

Rink, in Queensferry. This Olympic sized ice rink is the National Centre for Ice 

Sports in Wales, and a session on the ice is just the thing for developing a thirst in 

preparation for Saturday evening!  

 

Trip 12 (pm): Return to Hotel 
 

Need a relaxing afternoon or a rest? Then return to enjoy the hotel’s facilities.  

The hotel also offers fun exercise classes for children – if you are interested contact 

the secretary for details (information only available one week prior to the Reunion).   
 

 

Sunday Afternoon 
 

Trip 13: Chester   
 

Venture over the border with us to the historic and picturesque city of Chester. You’ll 

be spoilt for choice! Explore the famous city walls or visit one of Chester’s many 

historical buildings; the Roman Amphitheatre, the spectacular Cathedral or one of the 

most photographed clocks in the World - the impressive Eastgate Clock! Explore 

Grosvenor Museum to discover the history of this fascinating city or learn about the 

life of the soldier through 300 years of history at Cheshire Military Museum.  For a 

peaceful afternoon enjoy a walk in Grosvenor Park or ride the miniature railway 

located only a few minutes’ walk from the city centre. If shopping is on the cards, 

enjoy retail therapy along the historic 700 year old rows! The choice is yours!  

 

Trip 14: Roman Soldier Patrol - walk in the footsteps of Roman soldiers. 

 

Join a Roman Soldier on his Patrol around Chester! A fun filled hour finding out 

about the life of a Roman soldier.     



 
 

 

 

 

SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS 
We are very grateful to the following for 

their support 

 

Aberystwyth University 

England & Wales YFA 

Nigel Owens 

NFU Mutual  

Tŷ Nant 

Wales YFC 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Weekend Programme 
 

Friday 28
th
 October 

From 3.00pm  - Registration and free time in the Leisure Club 

5.30 – 6.00pm - Children’s High Tea  

7.30pm   - Dinner & Fancy Dress Party - ‘Viva Las Vegas’ 

8.30pm - late - ‘Casino Night’, dancing and socialising 

 

Saturday 29
th
 October 

7.30 – 8.30am   - Breakfast  

9.00am   - Group Photograph  

9.15am  - Coaches depart for morning trips  

12.30pm   - Lunch at Gwernymynydd Community Hall 

1.30pm   - Coaches depart for afternoon visits  

5.30 - 6.00pm - Children’s High Tea 

7.00pm  - Formal Dinner 

       Guest speaker, The Rt Hon Lord Elis-Thomas, AM    

9.00pm – late - Twmpath &  Dancing to DJ 

 

Sunday 30
th
 October 

8.30 - 9.30am - Breakfast  

10.00am  - Religious service 

10.30am  - Regional meetings 

11.00am  - Hotel check out for Sunday departures 

11.30am  - Coffee 

11.45am  - National Annual General Meeting    

12.45am  - Lunch 

2.00pm  - Coach departs for Chester 

   - Relax, play Golf, or use the hotel leisure facilities  

6.00pm  - Children’s High Tea 

7.00pm  - Dinner  

8.30pm  - Côr y Moelwyn Male Voice Choir & Entertainments  

 

Monday 31
st
 October 

7:30 - 9:00am - Breakfast  

11.00am  - Hotel check out and goodbyes 



Weekend Entertainments 
 

On Friday Night, as well as the Viva Las Vegas themed Fancy Dress (with prizes), 

we will be holding a Casino Night. This will be the first chance to catch up with old 

friends and to enjoy meeting YFA Reunion virgins, as well as experiencing the thrills 

of professional Roulette and Blackjack tables. 
 

On Saturday Night, we are greatly honoured to have Lord Dafydd Elis-Thomas as 

our guest speaker. Lord Elis-Thomas was an MP from 1983 until 1992, and Presiding 

officer of the Welsh Assembly from it’s inception in 1999 until 2011.  

Then it’s time get your dancing shoes on for our Twmpath (Ceilidh). A great night of 

Welshness and fun. 
 

On Sunday Night, there is no sound quite like the stirring sound of a Welsh male 

voice choir, with the passion and hwyl that blends the choral tradition of the past with 

musical talent of the 21
st
 century.  

The Moelwyn Male Voice Choir from the Blaenau Ffestiniog area of North Wales 

was formed in 1891 and made up of mostly quarrymen. Over the years the choir has 

sung at thousands of concerts, and since 1981 the choir has been under the baton of 

its first woman conductor, Sylvia Ann Jones. During our reunion, the choir will be 

joined by the Trawsfynydd singer Geraint Roberts. Geraint has released two musical 

CDs, is a familiar voice on Radio Cymru and he has taken lead parts with the 

Meirionnydd Musical Theatre Company. 
 

Cost of the Weekend – price based on 2 sharing a room 
 

Friday night – Monday Morning. 

   Adults & Children in own room   £199 

Single Supplement       £50 

Children sharing parents room –  

Kids meal 2 evenings + Gala Dinner    £89 

   Children sharing parents room and  

   NOT having the Gala Dinner     £75 

   Children under 2     FREE 
 

Friday night – Sunday Lunchtime. 

   Adults & Children in own room   £159 

Single Supplement       £40 

   Children sharing parents room -  

Kids meal Friday evening + Gala Dinner   £79 

   Children sharing parents room and  

   NOT having the Gala Dinner     £65 

   Children under 2     FREE 
 

Saturday night only (Dinner, B & B, Sunday Lunch)    £85 

Single Supplement       £20 

         

Saturday Dinner Dance Only         £30 



Additional Information IMPORTANT, PLEASE READ, as there is some new 

stuff here !! 

 

Late Booking 
Due to hotel policy, there will be a limited number of rooms available after the 

closing date of 21st September 2011. Although we will make every effort to 

accommodate anyone booking late, we cannot promise that the hotel will take you, 

and you may have to pay a supplement. We apologise for this, but the hotel 

threatens to be quite strict.  
 

Children’s Facilities 
Depending on the number and ages of children attending, a crèche may be provided. 

Please advise us on the Booking Form if you require crèche facilities. Please note that 

the children’s price includes child meals taken in a separate dining area on Friday and 

Sunday evenings, with differential pricing if the children join their parents for the 

Gala Dinner on Saturday night. If you have more than 2 children requiring beds, 

please contact the secretary for advice. 

There are a limited number of cots available - please let us know if one is required. 

The hotel offers free children’ fitness classes at weekends. If you wish your children 

to take part, please tick ‘Return to Hotel’ for Saturday afternoon. Classes will be 

confirmed during the week preceding the Reunion.    
 

Late Arrival 
If you anticipate arriving after 7.30pm on Friday evening please advise the secretary 

in advance so that a late meal can be arranged. 
 

Allocation of Rooms and Trips 
Rooms and trip choices will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. Some 

trips are only able to accommodate limited numbers, and some trips may be cancelled 

or changed if there is insufficient interest. 
 

Cancellation 
Should you have to cancel your booking, please let the secretary know by 

WEDNESDAY 5
th
 OCTOBER 2011, otherwise full payment may have to be 

forfeited. 
 

Single Room Supplement 
Unfortunately, due to hotel policy, there are single supplements for people requesting 

a single room. Unless requesting a single room – all members travelling alone will be 

allocated a twin room but may specify with whom they would like to share. 
 

Extending your stay at the St David’s Park Hotel 
The hotel has kindly offered a special price for those wishing to arrive early or stay 

for an extra night.  Remember to mention the YFA for the £69 per room per night  

B & B rate (based on two sharing).  
  

 
 



IMPORTANT - Please Note 
 

As mentioned above, it is possible that we will not be able to accept late bookings. 
 

No applications will be accepted without full payment. 
 

Links to the Hotel and trip websites are available on the electronic version 

of this Brochure, which can be accessed via http://www.ifye.co.uk/ 
  

DEADLINE – Please return the booking form to the secretary by 

WEDNESDAY 21
st
 SEPTEMBER 2011 

 

Getting to the 2011 Reunion 
 

By Road from the North and Manchester 

From the west end of the M56 (via Chester Services), continue on the A494 towards 

Queensferry and North Wales. Continue past the Queensferry junction, then take the 

B5127 junction (sp Buckley). Take the first exit on the roundabout (sp St David’s 

Park), and then the third exit on the next roundabout. The hotel is immediately on the 

right. 
 

By road from Mid Wales (via Wrexham) and the South (via Whitchurch) 
Join the Chester southern Bypass (A55) westbound towards North Wales.  Continue 

past J35, keeping right on the A494. Take the B5127 junction (sp Ewloe and 

Buckley). Take the fourth exit on the roundabout (sp St David’s Park), and then the 

third exit on the next roundabout. The hotel is immediately on the right. 
 

By road from North Wales and Holyhead (A55 eastbound) 

Stay on the dual carriageway when the A55 becomes the A494. Immediately take the 

B5127 junction (sp Ewloe and Buckley). Take the fourth exit on the roundabout (sp 

St David’s Park), and then the third exit on the next roundabout. The hotel is 

immediately on the right. 
 

Hotel Post Code - CH5 3YB 
 

By Rail       www.nationalrail.co.uk   or   www.thetrainline.com 

Shotton Mainline Station is only 10 minutes from the Hotel. 
 

By Air 

Manchester International Airport is 1 hour 30 minutes by train from Shotton Mainline 

Station.  Liverpool John Lennon Airport is the closest airport to Ewloe, but there is a 

short coach transfer to Liverpool Lime Street Train Station, followed by a 45 minute 

train transfer to Shotton. We will arrange direct coach transfers from the airports if 

there is sufficient demand. 

 

Transport will be arranged from Shotton Train Station. 
 

 

 

 



Extending your stay?  
 

There is plenty to see and plenty to do in the area. Here are a few options. 

On our doorstep is Ewloe castle, one of many castles within ½ hour drive from the 

hotel, Gladstone Library at St Deiniol’s and Hawarden Estate Farm Shop.  

Picturesque Llangollen is worth a visit, home of the International Eisteddfod, with a 

steam train, abbey, canal and Plas Mawr, the home of The Ladies of Llangollen. 

Two large Welsh National Trust properties in the area are Erddig Hall (voted the 

nation’s second favourite stately home) and Chirk Castle. Set on the banks of the 

River Dee is Ness Botanic Gardens. 

Down the road, Wrexham is the home of the oldest international football in the world 

currently in use. Also in Wrexham is St Giles Church, whose steeple is one of the 

Seven Wonders of Wales. Also in the town you’ll find a range of shops, Waterworld 

and a museum. 

If you’d like to find out more about canals, the National Waterways Museum, at 

Ellesmere Port is well worth a visit.  Close by, at Cheshire Oaks you’ll find the UK’s 

largest Designer Outlet Village and the Blue Planet Aquarium.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

UK YOUNG FARMER’S AMBASSADORS 
 

55
th
 Annual General Meeting   

 

St David’s Park Hotel, Elwoe, Flintshire.  
 

Sunday 30
th
 October 2011 

 

1. Introduction  
 

2. Apologies for Absence 
 

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
 

4. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 

5. Correspondence 
 

6. Executive Committee Meeting Report  
 

7. Election of National Office Bearers 
 

8. Regional Reports:  
 

 England & Wales 

 Scotland 

 Northern Ireland 
 

9. Election of Office Bearers for the 2012 Reunion  
 

10. Any other Business 



UK Young Farmers Ambassadors      

 

54
th 
Annual General Meeting 

 

Sunday 31
st
 October 2010 

 

Coylumbridge Hotel, Aviemore 
 

National Chairman: Derek Quinton (NI) 

National Secretary: Sally Young (SCO)  
 

Welcome 

The Chairman welcomed the UK members, the President of EIFYEAA, Martyn Quayle and the visitors 

from the Netherlands, Norway and Switzerland to the 54
th
 UK Young Farmers Ambassador’s Annual 

General Meeting.  
 

1. Apologies for Absence 
 Apologies for absence were received from: Jane Renton, Jane Hiles, Meinir Wigley, Jonathan Price, 

Bryce McKellar, Alex McKellar, Christine Hope, Chris Bellamy, Amy Cox, Jane Brereton, Helen 

Horsley, Angela Southern, Adele Morris, Heledd Rees, Delme Harries, Colin Mair, Avril Herdman 

Christine Minns, Ian Glennie, Peter Dijkhuis The Netherlands, Tryphaena Jordan & Trevor Woods. 
 

2. Minutes of the 2009 Annual General Meeting  
 The minutes of the 2009 AGM held in the Gosforth Park Hotel, Newcastle on Sunday 25

th
 October 2009 

was adopted subject to the following amendment: change Hilary ‘McTaggart’ to Hilary ‘Taggart’.  
 

Proposed by: Peggy Michel    Seconded by: Adrian Francis  
 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes 

 There were no items arising from the minutes. 
 

4. Correspondence 

 The only correspondence received has been already dealt with under apologies for absence.  
 

5. Executive Committee Meeting 
The Executive Meeting was held on Saturday evening. The items discussed included:  

(1) Circulation of conference brochures: This year’s reunion organising committee has emailed the 

brochure to as many members as possible to reduce postage costs. Member’s email addresses were 

provided by the country secretaries and the application form was available for download from the 

website. Future reunion brochures will be circulated in this manner - unless country secretaries advise of 

the members who require the brochure to be posted. 
 

(2) AGM Minute and Attendance Journals: The Scottish 2010 reunion committee has presented the UK 

YFA organisation with new journals, as the current journals are full.  
 

(3) Rotating £400 reunion grant; the rotating grant which moves between countries to assist in the early 

stages of reunion planning is no longer required – as countries have sufficient funds to cover these early 

costs themselves. Countries were requested to consider the grant at their country meetings and report 

back to the AGM. At this point a proposal was out to the members.  
 

Recommendation: The rotating £400.00 grant be disbanded and £100 to be given each country, was 

unanimously agreed by the members. 
 

(4) History of YFA: YFA holds journals, which include the minutes and attendance lists from all of the 

YFA reunions. Sally has agreed to convert these documents into electronic versions to safe guard the 

information for the future and to make it available to members.  
 

6. Election of National Office Bearers  
The chairman, Derek Quinton, was elected at the 2009 reunion for a 2-year term therefore he has a 

further year to serve.  The position of secretary is to be filled for 2010 – 2012 term. 

 Proposed: Sally Young (Scotland) 

  

 Proposed by: Huw Williams    Seconded by: Robin Burdass  



 

7. Regional  Reports 

 
 England & Wales: Report given by James Cowan. 

 YFA again took a very active role in the Discovery Programme Selection and Briefing in December 

2009, with members prominent on all selection panels, and others persuading exchangees to join YFA. 

There were more places available than in recent years, and all spaces were eventually filled. 

At the NFYFC Annual Convention and AGM in Torquay, Rhiannon Dafydd presented a cheque for 

£3,200 as part of our continuing commitment to the future of the Discovery Programme. She also 

presented the YFA Trophy to the 2009 English European Rally Team for their winning promotional 

PowerPoint.  

The Wales Reunion Committee held yet another very successful reception at the Royal Welsh Show in 

July. For the first time, all incoming exchangees on the Wales International Programme were at the 

show, and many of them attended the Reception, along with some of the outgoing exchangees. Some 

exchangees were persuaded to join YFA during the Reception, for which England and Wales YFA are 

very grateful.  

A request was made in our AGM at Newcastle that a Questionnaire is sent out to members to find out 

whether they are happy with their YFA and what they want out of YFA. The results were published in 

the autumn 2010 Newsletter, which is available for all to see on the Website.    

We have had a big sort out of our Membership Database, paying particular attention to non payers. This 

has resulted in a combination of a few extra members paying their subs and a saving in Newsletter costs 

of around £40 per year. 

It is with great sadness that we report the death of James Thomas, who travelled to the USA in 1954, and 

was one of the founding members of YFA. Our condolences to Ann and the family. We are also sad to 

report the untimely death of Haydn Jones (Morlogws), who visited Israel in 1960, and was a well known 

member of YFA. Our condolences to Mair and the family. 

Thank you to Steedsy, Fiona and the committee for organising the 2010 Reunion. 

It’s over now to the Wales Reunion Committee to organise the 2011 Reunion in North East Wales near 

Chester. See you there!! 
 

 

Northern Ireland: Report given by Philip Walker. 

Ulster YFA had another active and enjoyable year of fun and friendship since the last reunion. 

About 20 members enjoyed a privileged tour of Bushmills Distillery in December, which despite the 

amount of whiskey put away was very memorable for everyone.  This was followed by a more sobering 

cup of coffee at Hilary Taggart’s home. 

2010 got off to a great start with the mock wedding of Kirk (Clarence Calderwood) and Iris (Fiona 

Cromie) in Corrick House, Clogher at the end of January.  The frolics of a rather inebriated mother in 

law (Fiona Patterson) and assorted speeches from the bridal party left the wedding guests with sore jaws 

for a few days afterwards. 

The following office bearers were elected at the AGM in Loughrey College during February.  Patron – 

John Cromie, Chairperson – Philip Walker, Assistant Chairperson – David Hull, Secretary – Hazel 

Burton, Assistant Secretary – Shirley Walker, Treasurer – Clarence Calderwood, Assistant Treasurer – 

Thomas Lennox, PRO – Linda Steele, Web master – Derek Quinton, IFYE rep – Derek Quinton, 

Committee members – Eric Crozier, Janette Sterling, Stephanie Fulton, Margaret Hemphill, Rosemary 

Cooper and William Annett. 

A group of members under the direction of Linda Steele put on ‘The Italian Job’ Murder Mystery in 

April at Derrynoid Rural College, Draperstown.  During which the four outgoing exchangees Tanya 

Johnston, Fiona Lee, Ruth Marshall and Jennifer McMordie were presented with £100 each from the 

YFA. 

Linda Steele attended the outgoing exchange briefing to provide advice and to introduce the YFA, whilst 

Rosemary Cooper attended the YFCU Conference in April to promote the exchange programme. 

Four YFCU members went on long term exchange, 3 members went on short term exchanges and 4 

members went to the European Rally. 

12 members enjoyed the European IFYE Conference in Ursprung, Salzburg, Austria during August. 

At the end of July members and the incoming exchangees met for a picnic and nature treasure trail 

around Gortin Glens Forest Park and buffet afterwards in Beltrim Estate, Gortin, where the first ever 

Gortin paper air show was hosted by David Radcliffe. 



For our forthcoming autumn meeting Claire Woods will be helping us to create Christmas wreaths at 

Greenmount College, Antrim at the end of November.  The annual dinner at the end of January will take 

the form of the reading of the will of Paddy Powers (no doubt with a few surprise bequests) in the 

Templeton Hotel, Antrim, before the AGM is held in Loughrey College, Cookstown at the end of 

February.  For more info on past and forthcoming events check out the Ulster YFA page on 

www.IFYE.co.uk.  We would like to thank the organising committee for putting together such a splendid 

UK Reunion in Aviemore and to wish your regions a prosperous forthcoming year, until we meet again 

in Wales next year. 

 
Scotland: Report given by Gavin Redpath  

The Scottish YFA held there AGM in Linlithgow in March, the 2009 exchangees gave slide shows of 

their trips, the 2010 exchangees also invited to receive their YFA grant.  

On Wednesday 16
th
 June, eleven International Exchangees were hosted by the Scottish YFA for an 

Away Day.  The group went to the Secret Bunker in Fife, to St Andrews for a picnic lunch ion the beach, 

then to the World Heritage site at New Lanark and a walk up to the Falls of Clyde. The group then 

travelled to the Tillietudlem Inn for dinner, where the exchangees were picked dup by their host families. 

During the Highland Show in June the SAYFC held a reception, YFA 25
th
, 40

th
 and 50

th
 Anniversary 

delegates were invited to attend.   

A barn dance was held on Saturday 19
th
 June to which incoming exchangees were invited. It was held at 

the Treasurer, Russell Gray’s, Langside Farm, Lesmahagow. The evening was a great success and raised 

over £600 for YFA funds.  

Thank-you very much to Steedsy and Fiona and their committee for organising this excellent conference. 
 

8. Election of the Office Bearers for the 2011 Reunion  
 

Chairman:    Meinir Wigley                        Proposed by: Geraint Rowlands    

 

Secretaries:  Huw & Angharad Williams      Proposed by: Geraint Rowlands  

 

Treasurer:    Jonathan Pryce                          Proposed by: Geraint Rowlands               
 

Angharad Williams invited the members to the 2011 Reunion, to be held in the St David's Hotel, Ewloe, 

from the 28
th
 - 31

st
 October 2011. The cost will be £199 per person. The weekend’s entertainment will 

include: traditional Welsh music, a casino evening, farm visits, a boat trip across the Pontcysyllte 

Aqueduct (a World Heritage site), and the Roman town of Chester for retail therapy and some culture. 
 

9.  Any other business 

(1) Martyn Quayle, the President of  the European International Farm Youth Exchange Alumni 

Association, provided an update on the organisation and advised that the next conference will be held in 

Finland  from the 23
rd
  - 30

th
 July 2011 and thereafter as follows:   

 

• Sweden 2012,  

• Wales 2013,  

• Germany 2014,  

• Scotland 2015  
 

The members were encouraged to look up the conference web site via the link on the UK YFA website 

www.IFYE.co.uk, and sign up for what will be a fabulous week’s holiday. 
 

(2) The AGM minutes and attendance journals are full. The Scottish YFA reunion committee have 

presented new record books to the organisation.  

  

 

 The Chairman declared the meeting closed, and hoped to see everyone again in Wales next year. 

   



YFA REUNION WALES 2011 Booking Form 
Please return no later than Wednesday 21st September 2011 

 

First name _____________________ Surname  ____________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________ 

  _________________________________________________________ 

Telephone   _______________________  E-mail__________________________ 

Country and Year of visit _______________________________________________ 

My partner is accompanying me, his/her name is:____________________________ 

Partners country and year of visit, if applicable _____________________________  

 

If single, I am willing to share with_______________________________________ 

Any special requirements (dietary, accommodation, access, etc) ______________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Children sharing parent’s room (if more than 2, please contact the Secretary) 

Name ______________________________ Age _____ BED / COT     

Name ______________________________ Age _____  BED / COT     

Children requiring own room 

Name ______________________________ Age _____ 

Name ______________________________ Age _____ 

 

Are you or a member of your family celebrating a special occasion during the 

weekend (birthday, exchange anniversary, etc) ? __________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

TRAVEL DETAILS (Airport and flight time or time at Shotton train station) 

Arrival: where _____________________  when   ____________________________ 

Departure: where ___________________  when   ____________________________ 

If you are unsure of travel details, please send back this booking form and contact the 

secretary nearer the time with information. 

 

DEADLINE – Please no later than WEDNESDAY 21
st
 SEPTEMBER 2011 

 

to:  Huw & Angharad Williams, Ael y Bryn, Llanon, CEREDIGION, SY23 5HX 

01974 202439, 07973 769902, dfw@aber.ac.uk 
 

If you require acknowledgement please enclose a Stamped Addressed Envelope, a  

fax number or email address and  tick here [    ] ____________________ /  PTO 
 



ACCOMMODATION & PAYMENT – based on sharing twin/double room 
 

Friday– Monday Full Board  Cost £  No. of guests Amount £ 

Adults / Children over 14 in own room (based on 2 

per room) 
£199   

Children age 3 –14 sharing  parents room, 

Gala Dinner Saturday, kid’s meals Friday & Sunday 
£89   

Children age 3 –14 sharing  parents room  

Kids meals each evening 
£75   

Children 2 and under   Free 

3 night single supplement £50   

Friday – Sunday Full Board (including Sunday lunch)    

Adults / Children over 14 in own room (based on 2 

per room) 

 

£159   

Children age 3 –14 sharing  parents room,  

Gala Dinner Saturday, kid’s meals Friday & Sunday   
£79   

Children age 3 –14 sharing  parents room, 

Kids meals each evening 
£65   

Children 2 and under   Free 

2 night single supplement (hotel prices) £40   

Saturday night only     

Dinner, B & B, Sunday Lunch sharing a room £85   

1 night single supplement (hotel prices) £20   

Saturday Dinner Dance only £30   
    

Additional Payment for Go Karting £15   

                       TOTAL  £   
 

Cheque enclosed for £________Made payable to ‘YFA CYMRU WALES REUNION’ 
         

 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY TRIPS                                                         

Please indicate 1
st
 and 2

nd
 preferences for each person                                                                  

Crèche 

Requirement 

 Saturday am 

1. Chester Zoo         

(all day trip) 

2. Boat Trip 

3. Ifor Williams  

4. Egg Farm 

5. Go Karting 

6. Stay at Hotel 

Saturday pm 

  1.  Chester Zoo       

      (all day trip) 

  7. Llaeth y Llan 

  8. Greenfield /     

      Holywell 

  9. Ruthin 

10. Ruthin Goal 

11. Ice Skating 

12. Return to Hotel 

Sunday 

pm  

13.Chester 

14.Roman 

Soldier 

Patrol 

15.Stay at       

Hotel 

 

 
Friday 

Night 

7.00-

9.00 pm 

 
Saturday 

Night 

6.30-9.00 

pm 

Name 1
st
 2

nd
 1

st
 2

nd
    

        

        

        

        

        
 


