
 

 

 
How to contact us 

Newsletter Items – email 

hawickmanabroad@hotmail.com 

 

Chairman – Andy Mair 

 

Secretary Alison Taylor 

07967351622 

 

Treasurer – Russell Gray 

07909 985814 

 

All YFA info can be found on 

www.ifye.co.uk and www.sayfc.org 

 

 

HATCHES AND MATCHES- 

 

Engagements 

George Stirling and Alison Gemmill 

Marriages 

 

 

Births 

Nan and Marla Clark- Finlay 

 

Chairman’s Craic 

Well folks, 

It’s a new year in the life of YFA, 

and I was very proud to be given 

the chance to take over the mantle 

of Chairman for the forth coming 

year. I am very excited to have a 

committee full of fresh ideas and 

enthusiasm, being a member and 

past exchangee of SAYFC, I have 

had, and seen the benefits of the 

YFA and look forward to giving 

that bit back and help the YFA 

support the outgoing exchangees 

for this year. 

The AGM was held in march, and 

it was once again great to see so 

many informative reports from last 

years exchangees, with tremendous 

pictures and stories, they certainly 

make you wish you were back on 

another exchange yourself. 

Coming up in the near future, YFA 

will again be taking the incoming 

exchangees away for the day on 

the 17
th

 June, where we will be 

taking them to “Camera Obscura” 

in Edinburgh, “  “ mine in Bo’ness, 

“Albert Bartletts” in Airdrie, then 

onto The Fenwick Hotel in 

Ayrshire for dinner, anyone 

wishing to come along, please 

speak to Allison. 

On the 20
th

 of June, YFA will be 

holding a Dance at Craigie Village 

Hall, Craigie, By Kilmarnock, this 

is to allow the exchangees to meet 

up and meet more people from the 

hosting district (Ayrshire), as this 

is YFA’s first fund raising event of 

the year, it would be great to see as 

many members possible 

supporting it and help spread the 

good word of YFA. 

Regards 

Andy Mair 

Chairman 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Secretary’s Chat 

Secretary Chat  
Hi there.  Well here I am taking on 

an exciting new role as YFA 

secretary 2009/2010. For those of 

you who haven’t met me either 

through SAYFC or at the YFA re-

unions over  the last two years,  

i’m a past member of Bathgate and 

District JAC and I represented 

SAYFC on exchange to Canada in 

2007.  I am delighted to take on 

this role and look forward to 

working with Andy, Russell and 

the rest of the committee to make 

this as successful a year as 

possible.   

With the YFA away day first on 

the hit list, I look forward to 

welcoming our delegates to 

Scotland and hopefully a few of 

our members will also show their 

enthusiasm to meet our guests.  

The plans for the day is a trip to 

Camera Obscura in Edinburgh, 

then onto Birkhill Clay Mine for a 

tour,  then onto Albert Bartlett’s in 

Airdrie for a tour of the plant 

before introducing the delegates to 

their new hosts in Ayrshire over 

dinner in Fenwick. 

Following on from there we have 

our fundraising dance on 20th June 

2009 at Craigie Hall, Ayrshire for 

all to attend .   So watch out for the 

advert in the Scottish Farmer 

mailto:hawickmanabroad@hotmail.com
http://www.ifye.co.uk/


 

 

shortly.  Feel free to bring your 

friends – no need to be a YFA 

member to come along and support 

YFA!! 

If anyone has any problems, 

queries or suggestions please 

contact me at yfa-sec-scottish-

region@hotmail.co.uk.  We have 

also set up a facebook page so you 

can all add yourselves as friends 

and keep updated that way too, the 

name is yfa-scottish-region. 

Look forward to seeing you all at 

our up and coming summer events 

or chatting with you on our new 

facebook page!!  I will get some 

photo’s on there soon!! 

Alison Taylor 

07967 351 622 

Yfa-sec-scottish-

region@hotmail.co.uk 

Gilmeadowland Cottage 

Linlithgow 

EH49 6LN 

 

 
 

******************* 
 

The editor thinks:- 

Hello folke and welcome to the start of the YFA 

year.  Firstly, I’d like to pay tribute to last years 

office bearers.  Each and everyone of them put in 

a great deal of work for the YFA and should be 

congratulated for doing so.  I can honestly say that 

Catriona, with her own unique and “forward” stle 

of management , made a fantastic Chairperson for 

the organisation(just don’t spell her name wrong!!!) 

and can rightly be proud of the way in which she 

took on the challenge.  

 Secondly, I’d like to wish the new team of Andy 

and Allison all the best(not forgetting the not so 

new Russell!).  I, along with many others, have a 

huge amount of time for people who are willing to 

stand up to the plate and put something back into 

the YFA.  It’s our job as members to make sure 

they receive all the support and backing the 

deserve in the year ahead. 

Lastly I’d like to thank our contributers from this 

issue.  Mary and Kathleen have unselfishly set 

aside time and effort to make the newsletter what  

it is and  I’m extremely grateful for their help.  Mary 

has included a report on her trip to the 9th world 

IFYE Conference  and Kathleen has completed 

her “trilogy” of reports on her IFYE exchange of 

1951.  Once again many thanks and on a personal 

note to Kathleen-enjoy the common riding! 

As you will see, all the names of out go-ers of both 

past and present are included.  All of which I’m 

sure will enjoy their time at the Thursday night 

reception at the show. 

Enjoy the newsletter, 

 

Jim 

 

9
th

 WORLD IFYE 

CONFERENCE 

 

What a great excuse to visit 

Australia - Adelaide was the venue 

for the 9
th

 World IFYE Conference 

held from 4
th

 to 11
th

 October 2008 

– and what a venue it turned out to 

be.    Nine Scots made the journey 

down under, and in addition there 

were a few Scots who have made 

their home in that part of the world 

– all through the exchange 

movement.  GB, NI & I of Man 

were well represented with 40 

participants. 

 

The opening evening, saw Deb 

Clarke, the Chairperson, welcome 

almost 500 participants to a 

weeklong reunion of interesting 

visits, fun and friendship.  Deb is a 

frequent visitor to the European 

meetings, so with her influence, 

there were over 150 Europeans 

attending.   As usual the first 

evening was catching up with 

people over a few drinks, and in 

some cases, friends we hadn’t seen 

for 15 years or more.   Given the 

number of participants, we were 

hosted in several hotels scattered 

around the Mercure Grosvenor, 

which was a very central location. 

 

Sunday started off with an Inter 

Faith Church Service in Kent 

Town Uniting Church, and Janette 

Smith was one of the readers.   We 

were treated to some lovely 

singing from the local choirs.  We 

then marched down the street, led 

by all the flags of the nations 

represented – all 22 of them, and 

indeed it was a lovely sight to see 

so many national costumes on 

show.   We congregated at Prince 

Alfred College, where we sat 

outside in beautiful weather, and 

were formerly welcomed to 

Adelaide by Deb, and other 

dignitaries.    The venue for the 

evening was the National Railway 

Museum for the first of many 

BBQs, and appropriately, 

chartered trains took us there.  

Music was provided by a barber 

shop quartet. 

 

Monday was Australiana Day, 

which was kicked off by Tony 

Sharley, from Banrock Station.  He 

told us how they in the Wine 

industry were taking care of the 

environment.  Weather was 

unseasonably cold and wet for the 

next part of the programme. Tours 

included views from Mt Lofty 

Summit and Cleland National 

Park, where we could get a photo 

taken with a Koala and have our 

first glimpse of Kangaroos!   The 

day finished off at a small 

vineyard, Sinclair’s Gully, where 

we sipped some of their fine 

wines.   We had a real treat in the 

evening at the Aussie Bush Dance, 

sampling camel, kangaroo and 

emu for starters!  It was a great 

opportunity to break some sweat 

on the dance floor dancing to the 

Old Gum Trio. 

 

Next day was Host Family Day, 

and we were bussed to Gawler to 

be picked up by the hosts, 

however, given the number of 

delegates, there were not enough 

hosts to go round.  I ended up on a 

bus that went round the Barossa 

Valley, very famous wine growing 

region.  We stopped at the small 

town of Mallala had traditional 

pub grub, a visit to the small 

museum, and then on to a sheep 

farm.  The evening ended with a 

BBQ in Gawler, and a chance for 

mailto:yfa-sec-scottish-region@hotmail.co.uk
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the hosts to meet many of the 

participants. 

 

Wednesday was Workshop Day, 

with 10 concurrent sessions, so we 

had the chance to take two of 

them.  There was a great variety to 

choose from – Landcare and 

Women in Agriculture and how 

they face different problems to 

those we have here in Scotland.  

Taking religion to the Outback, 

which proved to be a very 

interesting session – when visiting 

in the parish takes you more than 

100 miles away!  Then one we had 

all heard about, The Royal Flying 

Doctor Service, reaching some far-

flung places and providing such a 

valuable service – this was a most 

interesting presentation.  The 

afternoon closed with a couple of 

very entertaining acts.  Firstly an 

Aboriginal duo – a father and son, 

who were very visual.  Then an 

Australian Folk artist, Jeanette 

Wormald, who is a professional 

musician as well as a farmer!    

Next stop was the Adelaide Zoo 

for a cocktail party and BBQ – 

lovely weather to enjoy the 

outdoors. 

 

More tours were on offer on 

Thursday, and two of them that 

were particularly popular were the 

Coastal Tour and the River Tour.  

Those on the first one were treated 

to a Horse Tram across to Granite 

Island home of the “little 

penguins” and a trip on the Cockle 

Train, travelling along the oldest 

steel railway in Australia from 

Goolwa to Victor Harbor.  The 

River Tour first of all visited the 

Monarto Zoo, which was a safari 

bus tour giving visitors a chance to 

look at rare and endangered 

species from all over the world.   

Then followed a relaxing cruise on 

the Murray River – lazy way to 

spend a few hours enjoying good 

company and sunshine.   Everyone 

back home, spruced up and ready 

to get on the chartered Trams to 

the Morphettville Racecourse for 

the international evening, where 

following a wonderful meal, each 

country had the opportunity to 

show off their talent.  Scotland 

certainly had talent – we prepared 

the previous evening by making 

kilts and bagpipes out of 

newspapers!   We marched on as if 

playing the pipes, did some 

comedy and finished off with a 

couple of songs.   We certainly got 

a lot of laughs and points for 

imagination!   Most countries took 

part and it was a way of showing 

off something that represented 

your country and it proved to be 

one of the highlights of the week.  

On the way home, as usual “sing 

songs” were as popular as ever, 

before heading to the Strathmore 

bar, next to the hotel for a night-

cap! 

 

Friday morning started off hearing, 

without a doubt, the most 

outstanding and moving 

presentation of the week, given by 

the Deputy Governor of South 

Australia, Mr Hieu van Le.  He 

recalled the story, as a 21-year-old 

with his young wife, of trying to 

leave war torn Vietnam in 1977 on 

a small fishing boat crammed with 

more than 50 seasick people.  They 

had hoped to land in Malaysia or 

Thailand, however, armed 

coastguards made sure this did not 

happen.   Eventually with supplies 

running out, they abandoned the 

boat, and swam to the shore and 

ended up in an overcrowded 

refugee camp.  However, with 

unbelievably poor conditions there, 

they then plotted another boat 

journey, one that was to take over 

a month braving stormy seas to 

reach Darwin.   It was the story of 

remarkable determination and one 

that would lead Mr Hieu van Le on 

the journey to where he is today.  

Next item on the agenda was the 

IFYE General Assembly, which 

included an invitation from 

Thailand to host the next world 

conference in 2013.   Free time in 

the afternoon to enjoy more of 

Adelaide, have a nap and get ready 

for the Final Dinner Dance.  

Within walking distance, the 

Adelaide Oval was an ideal venue 

to celebrate the end of a fantastic 

week of renewing friendships and 

making new ones.   We were 

treated to cocktails for starters, 

delicious food throughout and 

washed down with some of that 

very enjoyable Australian Wine.  

The Chesterfield Brass provided 

the music and we danced our feet 

off, just wanting the evening to 

never end.   Deb and her small 

team of helpers were given a huge 

round of applause for the 

tremendous amount of work that 

had gone into organising such an 

event.   The week flew past, and 

we thoroughly enjoyed that leg of 

the Aussie adventure.   All of us 

went on to experience more of 

what Australia has to offer, 

including visiting and enjoying the 

hospitality of many old friends and 

some friends we had just met.  

 

Remember, the fun doesn’t stop 

when you come home from your 

Exchange Trip, it is a life long 

experience.  By being a member of 

YFA and hence IFYE, the world 

really is your oyster – it can give 

you so many fantastic 

opportunities, if you just take 

them!    

 

Mary Turner 

Exchangee to Switzerland in 1977 

 

Another world- another century.  

Part 3 

By Kathleen W. Stewart 

“Montana- I woke to it(in the train) 

and it lives up to all my 

expectations”.  So I wrote in my 



 

 

diary.  At home at Milsington we 

did all our herding, of sheep and 

cattle, on the hills, on horseback.  

Hence I felt at home here.  A ranch 

could be tens of thousands of acres 

or a few hundred but it was still a 

ranch. 

Montana was celebrating it’s 50
th

 

year as a state.  I spoke with a 

woman who came as a child by 

covered wagon.  They had been 2 

years on the way and her mother 

was tired of travelling so she chose 

the valley they settled in!  I loved 

the wide open plains with some 

ridges and the tree covered hills 

beyond.  When they homesteaded 

they were required to plant a few 

trees.  They grew some grain but 

hay was their main crop.  Little 

fertilizer was required.  Some of 

the ranches had a house in town 

where some of the older generation 

lived and the kids went to school 

there. 

It was fair time and each county 

seemed to have one which could 

last for 3-4 days.  4H had a big 

presence at them all due to their 

projects of calf rearing, keeping 

pets, dressmaking, baking etc.  

Everyone seemed to get a prize(a 

bit like their high school 

graduations!).  There was no sense 

of hurry.  The young men did sit 

on the corral fence!  The cowboy 

dress of boots, jeans, checked shirt, 

belt and hat was worn by all, both 

male and female, everyday (we 

only wore a skirt if going to a 

brides or baby shower or a formal 

party).  The highlight of each fair 

was of course, the rodeo. 

4H were great on congresses.  

More serious stuff than our IFYE 

weeks or YFA weekends.  We 

were meeting with a younger 

group than YFC.  They were all 

very friendly and would come up 

and speak and then ask for an 

autograph.  I do not think that 

many of them could imagine 

where Scotland was!  Nothing new 

I guess. 

Unlike Kentucky, I had one 

“permanent” family who lived in 

“town”(a big village) and from 

there I went to the different 

ranches.  On more than one 

occasion, I was asked to stay the 

night- totally unprepared for that 

but I was an IFYE! 

I learnt a valuable lesson quite 

quickly which stood me in good 

stead all my life.  As a visitor, look 

,listen, ask questions but until the 

host asks you, do not try to tell 

them what you do! 

I enjoyed it all so much, even if 

there was only one day off, to 

Yellowstone National Park. 

Labour was scarce and expensive 

hence the machinery was ahead of 

us at that time. 

I had a treat on the way home.  I 

stopped off at Jamieston, North 

Dakota.  My fathers cousin, 

Douglas Scott collected me and we 

drove straight 200 miles south, 

through Aberdeen, to where his 

father had homesteaded in 1884.  

Bleak, flat country and the wind 

blew hardfor the 3 days I was 

there!  The welcome was very 

warm.  His father had planned to 

visit home in the 1920’s but the 

crash stopped that. 

On the train again to meet up with 

the boys.  Sandy Stewart, Watson 

Peat and  Archie Fleming.  We had 

a week of sight seeing in 

Washington D.C. and New York.  

In Washinton I spent a night with a 

cousin of my Grandfathers.  His 

father had gone out in 1840. 

Back to Boston on October 9
th

 and 

we finally sailed up the Mersey to 

Liverpool on the 21
st
.  Sandy had 5 

cents and 2 halfpennies, Archie 

had a quarter and 9 old pennies!  

No credit cards/debit cards then 

but a kind friend met us and paid 

our rail fare home. 

As anyone who has gone on an 

IFYE trip knows, it truly changes 

the way one thinks and 

consequently affects and enriched 

ones whole life.  We have been 

truly blesses and gratefull to all 

who have made it possible. 

 

Kathleen W. Stewart 

 

 

 

Outgoing excahngees ‘09 
Rally- Adam Lawson(Largoward), 

Kevin Robison(Carnwath), 

Jennifer Wilson(Lesmahagow), 

Sally Heggie(Kinross). 

Ulster- Jane Steel(Forfar). 

Wales- Jennifer Stott(Selkirk), 

Libby Templeton(Newton 

Stewart). 

Eire- David 

Brewster(Campbelltown), Karen 

Robb(Cumnock) 

Canada-Linda Sloan(Thornhill), 

Lisa Young(Ayr) 

Australia- Laura 

Fleming(Carluke) 

Norway-Wilma Struthers(Perth) 

Austria- Helen Bruce(Ellon) 

New Zealand-  Pamela 

Morris(Lockerbie) 

USA- Karen Stewart(Aberfeldy) 

 

Anniversary Exchangees. 

Here are a list of the people who 

are invited to come along to the 

international reception on the 

Thursday night of the show. 

 

25 year delegates. 

Rally- Sheena Munro, George 

Sinclair, John Clarke, Isabel 

Cullen. Sweden- Elaine 

MacGowan. Netherland- David 

Douglas.  Norway- Matthew 

Simpson.  Finland- Shona 

Raeside.  USA- Jim Guthrie.  

Canada- Gordon Beattie, Jamie 

Dawson, John Smith.  Australia- 

Ian Thow.  YFA Award- Margaret 

Knichich. 

 

40 year delegates 



 

 

Rally- Sandy McLaren, Alistair 

Cameron, Judy MacGowan, Jean 

Lennie.  Sweden- Elizabeth Lang.  

Finland- Richard Wardhaugh, 

Anne Mitchell.  USA4H- James 

McRae.  Canada- Mary Tyson, 

Wilson Mitchell, Robert Lamont.  

Australia- Elizabeth Millar.  YFA 

Award- James Simpson. 

 

50 year delegates 

USA 4H- Shenadh Watson.  

Canada- Margaret Morton, Frank 

Farquharson, John Fettes.  

Australia- May McMillan 

 

 

 
 

. 

 

 

DON’T FORGET TO PAY YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP  

 

Membership is requested as soon after 

the AGM as possible……. 

 

Sort Code 83-44-00 

Account No. 00608534 

 

Set your standing order NOW!!!!! 

 

 

 


